The Power of Writing with Abandon

Featuring
Grant Faulkner (on Zoom)

One of the biggest obstacles any writer faces is finishing the first draft. As Joyce Carol Oates said, "Getting
the first draft finished is like pushing a peanut with your nose across a very dirty floor." Enter National Novel
Writing Month, which has generated one of the most effective approaches to writing a first draft and
bounding to new imaginative heights. This session will cover the power of diving in and connecting with
others in a creative community. This is your year to finish the book of your dreams. Come prepared to
write—with abandon!

o We will learn how to:

= Banish our inner editor

» Take creative risks

» Set an audacious goal and a deadline
» Track our daily progress

» Connect with others

Grant Faulkner is the Executive Director of National Novel Writing Month (NaNowWriMo) and the
co-founder of 100 Word Story. He's published All the Comfort Sin Can Provide, Fissures (a
collection of 100-word stories), and Nothing Short of 100: Selected Tales from 100 Word Story. He
has also published two books on writing, Pep Talks for Writers: 52 Insights and Actions to Boost
Your Creative Mojo, and Brave the Page, a teen writing guide. He's also the co-host of the

podcast Write-minded and the author of a weekly newsletter: Intimations: A Writer's Discourse.
Follow him on Twitter at @grantfaulkner and on Instagram at @grantfaulkner.




